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PRESIDENTS’ MESSAGE

On behalf of the Asian Pacific State Employees Association (APSEA), I welcome you to 
the APSEA Foundation and APSEA Annual Scholarship Gala.  Tonight is always a special 
event as we recognize the next generation of leaders who will one day make a difference 
to our community through their passion and profession.  APSEA also celebrates our 
accomplishments this past year, including a focus on membership participation and 
engagement.  Members were involved in our strategic planning session, which refreshed 
our organization’s goals, objectives and core values.  We have developed new Career 
Development Program workshops and hosted various networking opportunities.  We have 
continued to support the Asian Pacific Islander (API) community and attended multiple 
events to support various causes, including the Annual Run for a Safe Haven in support 
of My Sister’s House.  We are developing a new program to bring the State of California 
an Innovation Playbook for Change Agents.  This new program will provide agencies and 
departments a chance to turn their existing organizational challenges into opportunities 
for innovative and radical improvements.

Tonight, we also honor two individuals who are amongst the most influential in state 
government and the API community.  Both define what true leadership is through 
their ability to inspire others and lead by example.  The State of California and the 
API community are better today than yesterday thanks to their tireless dedication and 
unwavering commitment.

Thank you all for joining us on this special evening.  I’d also like to acknowledge our 
sponsors and volunteers who make this gala incredible, year after year.  Without them, 
tonight wouldn’t be the memorable event it is.

Enjoy,

Alicia Wong, President
APSEA 



PRESIDENTS’ MESSAGE

Dear Asian Pacific State Employees Association Foundation friends and guests:

Welcome to the 18th Anniversary Gala of the APSEA Foundation. I had a great time serving as the 
President of the APSEA Foundation over the past two years.

During my first term we saw the result of a collaboration between APSEA Foundation and the Asian Pacific 
Islander Capitol Association (APICA). The inaugural class of the APICA Scholarship recipients at the 
Capitol. The focus of our joint effort is to expand the understanding and knowledge of our future leaders by 
highlighting the connection between government, politics, business, and communities. To help our young 
leaders understand State government. We accomplish this by working with our partners APICA in helping 
them provide a learning experience. The APICA Scholarship entails a 10 week summer experiential – a 
unique program to include both experiences at the Capitol and surrounding State agencies.

The second term saw the kick off of a new fundraiser program called the Day of Giving (Big DOG). This 
awesome program not only will help us fund more scholarships, it allows generous donors to access one 
website to view a vast number of diverse non-profit organizations in our community. Thank you Bill Liu for 
taking on this challenge and spending a lot of personal time in qualifying our organization for this program.

During both terms and under the dedicated work of Brandon Louie, Scholarship Chair (a former scholarship 
winner). Under Brandon’s guidance and support from our Board and members of APSEA, we continue 
to see an increase in the number of scholarship applicants. We saw a change in our scholarship criteria 
by broadening our recipient pool to include two year colleges and vocational programs. The scholarship 
program continued success relies on your generosity, thank you Darrel and Nancy Woo, the generosity of 
organizations and business. Thank you Verizon for helping us with the scholarship process this year. Thank 
you all for your support and help us spread the word to students in need.

We are very grateful to this year’s major sponsors, SEIU and Verizon for their continued support over the 
years. Their commitment to the Asian Pacific community and youth programs throughout the local region 
has always been exemplary.

Finally, I want to thank the dedicated group of professionals I was honored to work, namely the board of 
directors (Larry Fong, David Zeux, Bill Liu, Brandon Louie, Julie Nguyen, and Steve Kotani), committee 
chairs and advisory board members.  To our retirees Jean Chong and Helen Fong, your tireless work for 
our organizations cannot have a value attached to it, all I can say is Thank You! The quality of new Board 
members (and returning President Susie Wong) will ensure the growth and success for APSEA Foundation.

Thank you and visit our website, www.apseafoundation.org for updates and online applications for 2018.

Very best,

Randy Kajioka, President
APSEA Foundation



April 18, 2017 

Dear Friends, 

Please accept my best wishes as you celebrate APSEA’s Annual Scholarship Gala. 

One of California’s greatest attributes is its diversity. The Asian Pacific Islander 
community is an integral part of our state and nation, and I commend the Asian Pacific 
State Employees Association for championing more equal opportunities for its members. 

While there is still work to be done to ensure that every Californian has an equal shot at 
success, we can take pride that the State Legislature is starting to better reflect the diverse 
communities it serves. 

For example, I am proud to serve with Senator Janet Nguyen (R-Garden Grove), who was 
first elected to the Senate in 2014 and is the highest-ranking Vietnamese American 
elected official in California. Her story and those of many others have inspired our 
communities, which I hope will inspire the next generation of leaders. 

Thank you for your ongoing efforts to strengthen civic participation in California. 

Sincerely, 

PATRICIA C. BATES 
Senate Republican Leader 
California State Senate, 36th District 



MISTRESS OF CEREMONY

HONORABLE FIONA MA, CA STATE BOARD OF EQUALIZATION
As one of the few Certified Public Accountants to serve on the California State Board of Equalization, 
Fiona is uniquely qualified to represent nearly ten million Californians in the 23 counties in the Second 
Equalization District. Elected in November 2014, Fiona has a proven track record of working for our 
Asian Pacific Islander (API) community. She is a strong voice for businesses and taxpayers. While 
on the Board, she created a variety of taxpayer-friendly publications and web resources in Chinese 
geared towards specific industries such as restaurants and acupuncturists to help answer tax 
questions. 

As a small business owner, Fiona served as President of the Asian Businesses Association in San 
Francisco, igniting her passion for public service. Fiona was later elected to represent District 4 on 
the San Francisco County Board of Supervisors from 2002-2006. While serving on the Board of 
Supervisors, she led the effort to create San Francisco’s Disadvantaged Business Enterprise Program 
and combat human trafficking by making it more difficult for illegal massage parlors to open. During 
her tenure in the Legislature, Fiona represented the 12th Assembly District from 2006-2012 and 
served as Majority Whip and then the first Asian-American female Assembly Speaker pro Tempore in 
California history. 

She is currently the President of the Asian American Donor Program; Co-founder, Honorary Chair, 
and Spokesperson of the San Francisco Hep B Free Campaign; and Treasurer of Curry Without 
Worry. Fiona is a Central Pacific Honorary Regional Board Member of the Anti-Defamation League, 
Honorary Board Member of Caregivers, and Board Chair of the Nurse Family Partnership. She serves 
on the Advisory Boards of the New Leaders Council, Asian American Donor Program, US Pan Asian 
American Chamber of Commerce Western Region, Mixed Roots Foundation, and Alliance for Girls.  
She has served as the President and Treasurer of California Women Lead and Board Member of 
Asian, Inc. She is also a member of the Screen Actors Guild, Aspen Institute’s 2009 Class of Aspen-
Rodel Fellows, and the California Film Commission. 

Fiona received her B.S. in Accounting from the Rochester Institute of Technology (NY), her M.S. 
in Taxation from Golden Gate University (SF), and an MBA in Business Taxation from Pepperdine 
University.  She has been licensed in California as a CPA since 1992.

INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS

PAMELA  WU
Director of Marketing and Communications 
UC Davis School of Law

Pamela Wu is the Executive Director of Marketing and Communications at the University of California, 
Davis, School of Law, ranked among the top law schools in the nation. She is responsible for the 
law school's strategic communications in marketing, media relations, social media, and website 
development. 

Pamela joined UC Davis in 2009, after more than a decade as a television news anchor and reporter. 
During her news career, she reported on stories ranging from presidential elections to red carpet 
events in Hollywood. She has been on the front lines of some of California's most devastating floods 
and fires. She was nominated for an Emmy award for her work as host of the cultural affairs program, 
“KCRA 3 Common Ground,” and received the Unity Award in Media for political reporting. 

Pamela continues her career in broadcasting as a documentary host and contributor for Capital Public 
Radio. She is the substitute host for Insight, the station’s daily public affairs program. She hosted a 
health care documentary that won the 2012 Edward R. Murrow Award.

She is a member of the national Board of Directors of the Asian American Journalists Association 
(AAJA) and founding co-director of AAJA’s Media Institute. In 2015, she was named AAJA’s Member 
of the Year for excellence in service to the organization and the journalism industry.

Pam holds a degree in Rhetoric and Communication from UC Davis, where she was a member of the 
prestigious Integrated Studies Honors Program. 



APSEA’S PRESIDENT AWARD

COMMISSIONER JOSEPH A. FARROW
California Highway Patrol

Appointed in 2008 by Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger and reappointed in 2011 
by Governor Jerry Brown, Joseph A. Farrow is Commissioner of the California 
Highway Patrol (CHP).  With a Department of more than 12,000 employees, 
Commissioner Farrow commands the fifth largest law enforcement agency in 
the nation.  Commissioner Farrow was born in Tokyo, Japan, and is the first 
Japanese-American to serve as the Commissioner in the CHP’s history. 
 
Commissioner Farrow joined the ranks of the CHP in 1979, when he entered the 
CHP Academy.  Throughout his career, Commissioner Farrow has demonstrated 
an unwavering commitment to developing, implementing, and improving traffic 
safety programs and technologies within the State of California.  Commissioner 
Farrow holds a Bachelor of Arts in Criminal Justice from California State 
University, Sacramento, and a Master’s Degree in Executive Leadership from 
San Diego State University.

Commissioner Farrow has been recognized and endorsed for his career-
spanning innovative leadership approaches in public administration.  He is a 
member of the International Association of Chiefs of Police, the National Asian 
Peace Officers Association, and has been involved with the Asian Pacific State 
Employees Association's (APSEA) Navigating Leadership Program since its 
inception in 2012. Commissioner Farrow is currently a member of the Board 
of Advisors for APSEA’s Navigating Leadership Program, and his leadership 
qualities have earned him the selection as an APSEA keynote speaker, as well 
as serving as a panelist on several occasions. 



APSEA’S MEMBER AWARD

JEFF UYEDA
President, Jeff Uyeda Associates

Jeff Uyeda is the president of Uyeda & Associates of Sacramento, California. 
Prior to his retirement from state service in 2015, he served as the executive 
partner at the Financial Information System for California. 

Jeff's background in state service includes serving as Assistant Chief of the 
California Department of Technology, Office of Technology Services from 
2012 to 2015, Deputy Director of Administration at the California Highway 
Patrol from 2010 to 2012 and manager of multiple awards programs at the 
California Department of General Services from 2009 to 2010. 

Jeff was a business development executive for IBM’s State and Local 
Government Practice from 2004 to 2009, Strategic Account Director at Oracle 
Consulting from 2003 to 2004 and Director of Business Development at IBM 
from 1999 to 2003. From 1995 to 1999, he served in several positions at 
the California Secretary of State’s Office, including Assistant Secretary of 
State and Chief of the Management Services Division. He was also a chief 
of accounting and financial services at the California Department of General 
Services from 1991 to 1995, Chief of the Audit and Rate Development 
Section at the California Department of Corrections from 1990 to 1991 and 
Assistant Budget Officer at the California Department of General Services 
from 1988 to 1990. 

Jeff is a past-president and a member of the Asian Pacific State Employees 
Association (APSEA), where he has lead the organization through many 
leadership conferences, job workshops, networking mixers and API 
community participation. Since its inception in 2012, Jeff served on the Host 
Committee, as a member of the Board of Advisors, as a keynote panelist for 
APSEA’s Navigating Leadership Program. 
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Incoming APSEA Foundation Officers
Susie Y. Wong, President
Julie Nguyen, Vice President
Bill Liu, Treasurer
Stan Ota, Board Member
Cindy Liu, Board Member
Secretary (Open)

Incoming APSEA Executive Board Members
Alicia Wong, President
Jay Song, First Vice President
Barbara Hiyama Zweig, Second Vice President
Sandy Jang, Treasurer
Shivani Bose-Varela, Recording Secretary

Outgoing APSEA Executive Board Members
YK Chalam (Yedukondalu Chalamcherla), Second Vice President
Brian Wong, First Vice President
Keri Nomura, Corresponding Secretary  

Dinner Planning Committee

Co-Chairs
Jean Chong and Julie Nguyen

Dinner Planning Committee Members
Oliver Chu, Helen Fong, Randy Kajioka, Cindy Kotani, Steve Kotani, Bill Liu, Brandon Louie, Eugene Louie, 
Shivani Bose-Varela, Rick Wong

Volunteers
Elaine Chiao, Lisa Chong, Jennie Fong, Frank Martinez, Jennifer Teh, Wee Teh, Kristen Wong, Phyllis Wong, 
Tyler Wong, David Zeux

Scholarship Committee
Application Review – Cindy Liu, Curtis Ishii, Brandon Louie
Interview Panel – Stephen Matthews, Shivani Bose-Varela, Brandon Louie
Volunteers – Jean Chong, Margie Mar-Liu, Bill Liu

Photography
Oliver Chu/Jeff Jong/Dixon Lee

Outgoing APSEA Foundation Officers
Randy Kajioka - President  
Lawrence Fong - 1st Vice President 
David Zeux - 2nd Vice President  
Brandon Louie - Secretary    
Steve Kotani - Board Member  



APSEA’s Past Awardees
PAST APSEA PRESIDENT AWARDEES

Joe Xavier, Theresa Xavier                                     2016
Darrel "H" Woo       2015
Jean Shiomoto       2014
Juney Lee         2013
Linda Ng        2012
Mona Pasquil       2011
Selvi Stanislaus       2010
Teri Takai        2010
Betty T. Yee        2009
Asian Pacific Islander Committee of SEIU Local 1000  2008
Floyd Shimomura       2007
Genevieve Shiroma       2006
Assembly Member Judy Chu     2005
Christopher Cabaldon      2004
John Chiang        2003
Senator Deborah V. Ortiz      2002
Maeley L. Tom       2001

PAST APSEA MEMBER AWARDEES
Rhonda Basarich                                                          2016
Jim Kahue        2015
Dean Lan        2014
Rebecca Christensen      2013
Helen Fong        2012
Lillie Yee-Shiroi       2011
Rick Wong        2010
Randell H. Iwasaki       2009
Darrel “H” Woo       2008
Raynor Tsuneyoshi       2006
Mary Philip        2005
William SooHoo
Jean Chong        2004
Theresa Richardson Harmon     2003
Steve Kotani
Richard Lew        2002

PAST APSEA FOUNDER AWARDEES
Dean Lan        2004
Elaine Chiao        1997



PAST PRESIDENTS

APSEA STATEWIDE – SACRAMENTO
Alicia Wong                                        2016-Present
Linda Ng    2014-16
Jeffrey Uyeda     2012-14
Oliver Chu    2011-12
Michelle Wong-Abellana                    2009-11
Dan Tokutomi    2006-09
Honey Lum    2004-06
Alex Eng    2003-04
Mary Chan    2002-03
Rhonda Basarich   2000-02
Jean Chong    1998-00
Elaine T. Chiao   1997-98
Tim Bow    1996-97
Ed Fong    1995-96
Mary Philip    1993-95
Jim Kahue    1992-93
Patrick Lam    1991-92
Eddie D. Gabriel, Jr.   1989-91
Dr. Steven P. Shon, M.D.  1987-89
Elaine T. Chiao   1986-87
Steve Muraki    1985-86
Darrel Woo    1984-85
Frank Tanaka    1983-84
Lori Hara    1982-83
Emiko Kawasaki   1981-82
Jim Kahue    1980-81
Richard Lew    1979-80
Dr. Ron Shinn, Ph.D.   1978-79
Dean Lan    1977-78
Al Louie    1976-77
Jim Kahue    1975-76

APSEA SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA CHAPTER
Mildred Yamada              2009-15
Paul G. Perez                                     2009-15
Mildred Yamada   2003-09
Dr. George SooHoo, DDS  2001-03
Dr.  Benjamin Antioquia, DDS  2000-01
Dr. Charles P. Lee, DDS  1999-00
Thomas Moy    1995-96
Henry Quock    1994-95
Christy Hui Shaw   1993-94
Neal Shigemitsu   1992-93

Barbara Nishimura   1991-92
David Ikeda    1990-91
Gerald Shue    1989-90
Edwin T. Kurata   Jan-June 1989

APSEA BAY AREA CHAPTER
Eric Schen     2013 - Present
Bao Chan                2008-13
Howell Chan    2001-08
Gil Deluna    2000-01
Susie Willemsz-Geeroms  1997-00
Howell Chan    1995-97
Regina Wong    1994-95
Mercy Lam    1994
Dan Nishijima    1993-94

APSEA CENTRAL VALLEY CHAPTER
Adam See                                          2009 - Present
Pete Cerrillo    2004-09
Elsie Brooks    2003-04
Toby K. Wong    2002-03 
Dr. Charles P. Lee, DDS  2001-02

APSEA FOUNDATION  
Randy Kajioka                                    2014-17  
Susie Wong     2013 -14
Pauline Sing    2012-13
Howard Iwata    2011-12
Henry D. Nanjo                                  2009-11
Mitzi Higashidani    2008-09
Srikanth Balasubramanian  2006-08
Randell H. Iwasaki    2005-06
Jean Chong                                   2004-05
Darrel “H” Woo                            2003-04
Stim Suzuki                                 2002-03
King Gee                                            1999-02

.



SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

ALLISON GOI
Met High School
Asian Pacific State Employees Association

An active senior at The Met High School, Allison Goi divides her spare 
time between volunteering at the Sacramento Buddhist Church, Girl 
Scouts, and My Sister’s House. Her interest in sign language has also 
led her to taking additional classes at Sacramento City College where 
she is pursuing a certificate in the American Sign Language Interpreter 
program. Her desire to help the community resulted in Goi’s goal of a 
teaching degree at a California State University.

XIAORUI YANG
Monterey Trails High School.
Chinese American Council of Sacramento (CACS)

Arriving in the United States nine years ago, Xiaorui Yang has flourished 
as a senior at Monterey Trails High School.  She is actively involved 
in the Rocketry Club, Political Science Club, Design and Technology 
Academy and Dungeons and Dragons Club.  Interested in improving 
the conditions of individuals like herself, Yang plans to seek a degree in 
engineering and possibly incorporate political science.

CODY KURAHARA
John F. Kennedy High School 
SEIU, Local 100

For Cody Kurahara, sports has always been a way of life.  This Kennedy 
High School senior grew up swimming, playing basketball, baseball, and 
soccer.  His participation in the Buddhist Churches of America’s Youth 
Advocacy Committee opened his eyes to the sacrifices his parents 
made and taught him how interdependent life is. Kurahara plans to 
continue learning about the relationship between human interaction and 
the environment by pursuing a college degree in environmental science.

DEREK IMAI 
CK McClatchy High School
Verizon

Currently a senior at CK McClatchy High School’s Humanities and 
International Studies program, Derek Imai balances his 4.25 GPA 
with his role as Student Body President.  Also involved in numerous 
community activities, he is the founder and president of the school’s 
Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics Club and a cross 
country athlete. Imai plans on majoring in biological science with a goal 
of earning a medical degree.



SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

ALLIE UMEMOTO
John F. Kennedy High School 
Verizon

A senior at Kennedy High School, Allie Umemoto has been actively 
involved in sports throughout her high school years as a member of her 
school’s basketball team, Asian Club ball, and USA swimming.  All of which 
has strengthened her leadership and communication skills.  Umemoto is 
also a marching band member and serves on the Lilu Board, a nonprofit 
student organization helping foster youth.  She would like to pursue a 
liberal arts education and continue with graduate studies.  Ultimately, 
Umemoto would like a career that has a positive impact on others.  

MAY KEU NHIAYI
Touro University
Wells Fargo 

Born and raised in France, May Keu Nhiayi earned a Human Biology 
degree at UC San Diego and was involved in cancer research at Moore’s 
Cancer Center.  Her extensive cancer research resulted in three published 
research papers and fueled her passion for public health for underserved 
populations.  Nhiayi is motivated and driven, as she continued her 
graduate studies in public health and currently attends Touro University. 

BEILI HUANG 
Natomas High School
Woo Family

Natomas High School senior, Beili Huang immigrated to the United 
States in 2009 and appreciates the educational opportunities here.  
Her extracurricular activities include the Asian Club, Math Club, and 
MESA.  With her interest in chemistry to learn the skills for research and 
chemical engineering for its practical use, Huang plans to study chemical 
engineering in college.  This combination, she feels, would be the best way 
she can contribute back to society.



Best wishes for a 
wonderful and  
successful event!  
                                  - Allen Wayne Warren 
         Councilmember, District 2 

APSEA 
Foundation Banquet 

2017 

I would like to congratulate this year’s  

APSEA Foundation Scholarship recipients. 

Their efforts today will help shape our future  

tomorrow! 

  I would also like to acknowledge the APICA  

scholarship winners – I hope to see them around  

the Capitol. 
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Yvonne R. Walker
PRESIDENT 

Margarita Maldonado
VICE PRESIDENT for Bargaining

Tamekia N. Robinson
VICE PRESIDENT for Organizing/Representation

Theresa Taylor
VICE PRESIDENT/Secretary-Treasurer

SEIU Local 1000 stands with the Asian Pacific State Employees Association in support of  
their efforts with Sacramento area students seeking financial assistance to further their educational goals.



Welcome To The New Lexmark 

Connecting people to the information they need 

at the moment they need it. 

Kenneth Vandre 

State of CA Enterprise Account Executive 

Government Solutions   

916.250.7596 | mobile 

kvandre@lexmark.com 

Open the possibilities at www.lexmark.com/en_us/solutions/

government.html 

Congratulations to the 2017 APSEA Foundation Scholarship Recipients  

Explore and create your limitless opportunities… 

Powering 
what you love.
Celebrate with us at 
smud.org/Bright

0572-17



 

 

“Leading Software Developers and Digital Marketing Experts in Sacramento, CA.” 

 

Our local team of software development experts can fulfill software projects both 

large and small for your agency. Our team provides elegant functional solutions, and 

our developers work hand in hand with our UI/UX experts to deliver success.  

 

• .NET Development 

• UI/UX visual experts 

• Oracle and SQL Databases 

• Credit Card Processing  

• Online Platform Creation 

• eCommerce Strategies 

 

Our software development and digital marketing teams work together to ensure your 

project is accompanied with a friendly user‐experience. We use a holistic approach for 

our clients to achieve successful outcomes. Your digital ambitions are our priority – 

we’re here to guide you through this process.  

 

 

 

  

2831 G Street, Suite 110, Sacramento, CA 95816    |      info@capitoltechsolutions.com      |      ( 916) 443‐5395 

 


